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Scriptures from New International Version unless noted

Grace and Power

God uses spirit-filled people to confront evil with truth and grace, even when falsely accused.

Now Stephen, a man full of God’s grace and power, performed great wonders and signs among the people.
Opposition arose, however, from members of the Synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called—Jews of
Cyrene and Alexandria as well as the provinces of Cilicia and Asia—who began to argue with Stephen. But they
could not stand up against the wisdom the Spirit gave him as he spoke. Then they secretly persuaded some men to
say, “We have heard Stephen speak blasphemous words against Moses and against God.” So they stirred up the
people and the elders and the teachers of the law. They seized Stephen and brought him before the Sanhedrin. They
produced false witnesses, who testified, “This fellow never stops speaking against this holy place and against the
law. For we have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and change the customs Moses
handed down to us.” All who were sitting in the Sanhedrin looked intently at Stephen, and they saw that his face
was like the face of an angel.

Acts 6:8-15

1. Stephen’s Character:

Now Stephen, a man full of God’s grace and power, performed great wonders and signs among the people.
Acts 6:8

But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will
boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me.

2 Corinthians 12:9

2. Opposition Rises:

Opposition arose, however, from members of the Synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called)—Jews of
Cyrene and Alexandria as well as the provinces of Cilicia and Asia—who began to argue with Stephen. But they
could not stand up against the wisdom the Spirit gave him as he spoke.

Acts 6:9-10

“But when they arrest you, do not worry about what to say or how to say it. At that time you will be given what to
say, for it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.”
Matthew 10:19-20

3. False Accusations:

Then they secretly persuaded some men to say, “We have heard Stephen speak blasphemous words against Moses
and against God.” So they stirred up the people and the elders and the teachers of the law. They seized Stephen and
brought him before the Sanhedrin. They produced false witnesses, who testified, “This fellow never stops speaking
against this holy place and against the law. For we have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this
place and change the customs Moses handed down to us.”

Acts 6:11-14



“Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me.
Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who

were before you.”
Matthew 5:11-12

4. The Face of an Angel:

All who were sitting in the Sanhedrin looked intently at Stephen, and they saw that his face was like the face of an

angel.
Acts 6:15

When Moses came down from Mount Sinai with the two tablets of the covenant law in his hands, he was not aware

that his face was radiant because he had spoken with the Lord.
Exodus 34:29



