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The next day the great crowd that had come for the festival heard that Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem. They 
took palm branches and went out to meet him, shouting, “Hosanna!” “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord!” “Blessed is the king of Israel!” Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, as it is written: “Do not be afraid, 
Daughter Zion; see, your king is coming, seated on a donkey’s colt.” At first his disciples did not understand all 
this. Only after Jesus was glorified did they realize that these things had been written about him and that these 
things had been done to him. Now the crowd that was with him when he called Lazarus from the tomb and raised 
him from the dead continued to spread the word. Many people, because they had heard that he had performed this 
sign, went out to meet him. So the Pharisees said to one another, “See, this is getting us nowhere. Look how the 
whole world has gone after him!” 

John 12:12-19 
 

The king they wanted wasn’t the king they needed. 
 
“You are old, and your sons do not follow your ways; now appoint a king to lead us, such as all the other nations 
have.” But when they said, “Give us a king to lead us,” this displeased Samuel; so he prayed to the Lord. And 
the Lord told him: “Listen to all that the people are saying to you; it is not you they have rejected, but they have 
rejected me as their king.” 

1 Samuel 8:5-7 
 
“Now listen to them; but warn them solemnly and let them know what the king who will reign over them will 
claim as his rights.” 

1 Samuel 8:9 
 
Samuel told all the words of the Lord to the people who were asking him for a king. He said, “This is what the 
king who will reign over you will claim as his rights: He will take your sons and make them serve with his chariots 
and horses, and they will run in front of his chariots. Some he will assign to be commanders of thousands and 
commanders of fifties, and others to plow his ground and reap his harvest, and still others to make weapons of war 
and equipment for his chariots. He will take your daughters to be perfumers and cooks and bakers. He will take the 
best of your fields and vineyards and olive groves and give them to his attendants. He will take a tenth of your 
grain and of your vintage and give it to his officials and attendants. Your male and female servants and the best of 
your cattle and donkeys he will take for his own use. He will take a tenth of your flocks, and you yourselves will 
become his slaves. When that day comes, you will cry out for relief from the king you have chosen, but 
the Lord will not answer you in that day.” 

1 Samuel 8:10-18 
 

Every king that comes along leaves us wanting, except one… 
 
“Do not be afraid, Daughter Zion; see, your king is coming, seated on a donkey’s colt.” 

John 12:15 
 
 

The King You Have Chosen 



 
 
Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion! Shout, Daughter Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you, righteous and 
victorious, lowly and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 

Zechariah 9:9 
 
The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” “Blessed is 
he who comes in the name of the Lord!” “Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 

Matthew 21:9 
 

Hosanna means “Save us, please!” 
 
They took palm branches and went out to meet him… 

John 12:13 
 

What King have you chosen? 
King of Success — you’re always striving, never resting.  
King of Approval — needing others' opinions to feel whole.  
King of Control — trusting your plan over God’s.  
King of Pleasure — chasing what feels good over what is good.  
No king at all—you’re sitting on the throne yourself.  


