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Scriptures from English Standard Version unless noted

Belonging to the Family

“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” (Matthew 27:46)

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at
all. If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. But if
we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son
cleanses us from all sin. (1 John 1:5-7)

#1. to the family demands both a and a

And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.
And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. And all who
believed were together and had all things in common. And they were selling their possessions and belongings and
distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread
in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having favor with all the
people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.  (Acts 2:42-47)

For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” How then will they call on him in whom they
have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear
without someone preaching? And how are they to preach unless they are sent?  (Romans 10:13-15)

So faith comes from hearing and hearing through the word of Christ. (Romans 10:17)

For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of
God. For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the cleverness of the clever I will set aside.”
Where is the wise man? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the
wisdom of the world? (1 Corinthians 1:18-20 NASB)

#2. Belonging to the family demands and

And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.
And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. And all who
believed were together and had all things in common.  (Acts 2:42-44)

And this commandment we have from him: whoever loves God must also love his brother. (1 John 4:21)

So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the
household of God...  (Ephesians 2:19)



