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Scriptures from New International Version unless noted

Peace in Chaos

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and
in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

Acts 1:8

When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a
violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be
tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and
began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.

Acts 2:1-4

One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the time of prayer—at three in the afternoon. Now a man
who was lame from birth was being carried to the temple gate called Beautiful, where he was put every day to

beg from those going into the temple courts. When he saw Peter and John about to enter, he asked them for money.
Peter looked straight at him, as did John. Then Peter said, “Look at us!” So the man gave them his attention,
expecting to get something from them. Then Peter said, “Silver or gold I do not have, but what I do have I give
you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.” Taking him by the right hand, he helped him up, and instantly
the man’s feet and ankles became strong. He jumped to his feet and began to walk. Then he went with them into
the temple courts, walking and jumping, and praising God.

Acts 3:1-8

Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: “Rulers and elders of the people! If we are being called to
account today for an act of kindness shown to a man who was lame and are being asked how he was healed, then
know this, you and all the people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but
whom God raised from the dead, that this man stands before you healed.”

Acts 4:8-10

The apostles were brought in and made to appear before the Sanhedrin to be questioned by the high priest. “We
gave you strict orders not to teach in this name,” he said. “Yet you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and
are determined to make us guilty of this man’s blood.”

Acts 5:27-28

“...They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit...”
Acts 6:5b

“You stiff-necked people! Your hearts and ears are still uncircumcised. You are just like your ancestors: You
always resist the Holy Spirit! Was there ever a prophet your ancestors did not persecute? They even killed those
who predicted the coming of the Righteous One. And now you have betrayed and murdered him—you who have
received the law that was given through angels but have not obeyed it.”

Acts 7:51-53



When the members of the Sanhedrin heard this, they were furious and gnashed their teeth at him. But Stephen, full
of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God.
“Look,” he said, “I see heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” At this they covered
their ears and, yelling at the top of their voices, they all rushed at him, dragged him out of the city and began to
stone him. Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. While they were
stoning him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” Then he fell on his knees and cried out, “Lord, do
not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he fell asleep.

Acts 7:54-60

When the members of the Sanhedrin heard this, they were furious and gnashed their teeth at him.
Acts 7:54

Greek word brycho (broo-kho)
It means to grind, bite or chew

But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right
hand of God. “Look,” he said, “I see heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.”
Acts 7:55-56

Main Point #1
In the chaos, look to Jesus!

Main Point #2
Jesus is our peace in chaos.

We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. Not
only so, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our
adoption to sonship, the redemption of our bodies. For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope
at all. Who hopes for what they already have? But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.
Romans 8:22-25

At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their voices, they all rushed at him, dragged him out of the
city and began to stone him. Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul.
Acts 7:57-58

While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.”
Acts 7:59

Then he fell on his knees and cried out, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he fell
asleep.

Acts 7:60

Main Point #3
We should want everyone to know Jesus. Even our enemies.



